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A Message From Mr. Finazzo

Dear VME Family,

Incredibly, we have made it to 2012, and it is already
shaping up to be an action-packed, exciting new year.

January is always our month to prepare for our annual Open
House and Catholic Schools Week Celebration, and this
year is no exception. Open House is our biggest one-time
recruitment tool and this year we expect to entertain
upwards of 50 new families interested in enrolling at VME
for the 2012-13 school year. The overwhelmingly positive
feedback that we have been gathering over the past few
years has been directly related to our welcoming
atmosphere, the lovely personal tours, and the wonderful
showcase of the many aspects/activities of the school
displayed during the Open House; therefore, the need for
parent, student, and alumni volunteers is essential for this to
be a success again this year. Thank you to the Daisies and
Brownies for handling the hospitality in the Home-Ec Room
this year, and to all the families who have already
committed to helping with tours, set-up and/or clean-up for
this major event, and for those allowing us to showcase their
child(ren) in action in one of our specials classes, too. Since
our Room Parents have done such an incredible job during
our holiday celebrations thus far this year, we are asking
that the room parents from each floor get together to help
spruce up the lobby on their respective floor (Pre3-Gr.1 -
First Floor; Grs.2-5 - Second Floor; Grs.6-8 - Third Floor).
Having the lobbies of each floor alive with VME spirit
makes a real impact on an interested family, and I cannot
think of better people to help us put such a plan in action.
For those of you not signed up to help yet, it is not too late,
and please do not think that you have to be an expert on the
school to give a tour. We have strategically placed the
teachers at the doorways to their classrooms to help each
tour guide in explaining details and in answering specific
questions that interested families might have, so the role of
the tour guide can be concentrated more on sharing a love
for VME and witnessing to the spirit of inclusiveness to the
interested family and their children. If we have 50 interested
families come to the Open House, we will need at least 30
individuals available to give tours at any one time, so please
sign up today by contacting Janis Fox at extension 223.
Thank you for helping VME to continue our enrollment
growth for the fourth consecutive year!

The national theme for this year’s Catholic Schools Week is

“Catholic Schools: Faith, Academics, Servicé This
theme falls right in line with what we do here at VME, so
we are finding it easy to celebrate each of these areas
without having to do anything different than what we
already do! Faith: We have our school-wide Mass on
Monday afternoon to kick off the week appropriately, and I
am personally inviting all of our VME families to continue
to celebrate the Faith component by joining us for our
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday morning gatherings that
we hold in the Chapel on the second floor. We will be
starting these gatherings at 7:45 so everyone (parents and
students alike) has the ability to join us before school starts
... joining us for these morning gatherings is a great way to

-continued on page 2
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Jan. 25 - 27 Basket Drop Off Days

Jan. 30 Catholic Schools Week Mass, 1:15 pm
Feb. 4 Villa Idol 6:00 pm

Feb. 8 Dress Down Day

Feb. 10 Little CaesarOs Pizza Lunch
Feb. 17 Family Association Skating Party
Feb. 22 Ash Wednesday, Mass 1:15 pm
Mar. 4 Mother Son Bowling 11amblpm
Mar. 13 Jump Rope for Heart

Mar. 14 Hoops for Heart

Mar. 22 Science Fair




A Message from Mr. Finazzo
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start the day! Academics: The students will be engaging
in the Artist of the Month Program this week in
celebration of our unique integration of the arts across the
curriculum. Student Council will be holding a trivia
contest each morning over the announcements to test the
knowledge of the student body. Service: Each floor will
be participating in a service project collection as we have
done the past few years, and the Student Council will be
counting and collecting the materials to see how great of
an impact we can have on the community with our
donations this year. We are also holding our annual
Student/Faculty Volleyball Game in celebration of the
many donations collected during our Rose Morphy Walk-
a-thon from this past fall as well! Oh, and don’t forget the
Villa Idol event to cap the whole week off! Remember
this is where we not only listen to fun karaoke performed
by our talented students, but it is also where we find out
who won which basket. You won’t want to miss it!!! As
you can see, Open House is just the beginning of Catholic
Schools Week, so be sure to read the rest of this
newsletter to see details about the many events going on
the rest of the week!

Some Housekeping Notes:

1. Please display the Open House Posters wherever
they can be posted for future parents to see, but
DO NOT put up the yard signs until Monday,
January 23 since they say “This Sunday” in
referring to the date of Open House!

2. Be on the lookout for VME commercials airing
on Cable the week of the 22"-28™. Thank you
Sean Morphy and Janis Fox for organizing this
great advertising tool!

—continued in next column

Summer Program Cafeteria
Manager Needed

« We are currently looking to hire someone to run our
+ cafeteria this summer during our summer program.
+ You would be responsible for preparing breakfast
+ and lunch during the ten weeks of the program. A
+ helper will be available. Please call Joni Hall at 838-
+ 5451 x250 if you are interested in applying for this
+ job. The meals are easy to prepare and repeat every
E week.

VME Newsletter
Editor: Mary Nicholes
mary.nicholes@vmelementary.com
Ideas? Suggestions? Email me!

3.  Word-of-mouth continues to be our best advertising and
marketing tool, so continue to refer families that you
think would fit into the VME Family...this is a great
way to defray your own tuition cost a little as well!

4. Attention all adults who drive their car onto the VME
Campus: please refer to our Traffic Pattern Map given
to you at the beginning of the year, and then reiterated
in our last newsletter! For those who do not have a copy
of either of the aforementioned items; simply put: Enter
and Exit via 8" Street. Approach the school by turning
Left into the parking lot. The driveway from the parking
lot and those in front of the school are ONE-WAY
headed back out to 8" Street. There is NO PARKING
along the driveways, the grass, or the sidewalk to keep
the driveways to ONE lane. When parking, use the
parking lot. When exiting the campus via 8™ Street,
please turn right out of courtesy for your fellow drivers
behind you!

5. There is a small group of volunteers from our
technology committee coming into school this Saturday,
Jan. 21 to help us wire internet to some of our rooms
that are in need of internet connection. Please contact
Damon Finazzo via email at damon.finazzo
(@vmelementary.com if you are interested and able to
help in this endeavor.

Thanks to each and every one of you for being an important part
of the VME Family and helping us continue our mission to
educate young people in a way nobody else in the city is able to
do! As we enter into this New Year, I wish you all the best, and
pray that God’s blessings fill your life with hope and peace in
2012!

Sincerely,
Damon Finazzo, Principal

VME Family Association News

Happy New Year! The VME Family Association would like to
send out a big THANK YOU to Celene Kalivoda for all her
time and effort she put into the Christmas Shop. Also, thank
you to all those that volunteered and helped to make this event
so successful.

We have a lot of fun activities in the works for spring and
invite you to be a part of them. There will be a Skating Party,
Friday, Feb 17" and Mother/Son Bowling, Sunday, March 4™
We are also in the process of planning an Easter
Extravaganza...Stay tuned for more details!

Thank you to all the Lead Parents that have organized and
provided luncheons for the teachers and faculty on the Early
Dismissal days. Everyone is very thankful for your time and
yummy treats!

- Melissa Heidt, Jennifer Hill, and Linda Bard
VME Family Association Coordinators



SPORTS NEWS

VME GIRLS VARSITY B ASKETBALL

Hello Everyone,

Our girls’ Varsity Basketball Season is now in full swing with our
next home game on January 23rd against St. Greg’s! This team is
basketball smart but they are learning at the same time. These two
qualities are what make this team so much fun to watch.© We are
an unpredictable team that has come a long way so far and proves
to be a true contender in girls AA basketball. We hold a record of
1-2 in the league thus far after suffering our first loss to St. Johns
by a last-second foul shot, and a four-point loss to Blessed
Sacrament that went right up until the last seconds. Coming off of
those losses, our momentum is strong! The girls are hoping to
redeem themselves and really make a mark in the league. The team
is looking forward to our home games and all the support that is
always given by our fans © Please keep an eye open for our
schedule. Our season is just beginning, but ends in mid February,
so there will be lots of action to catch between now and then. We
are excited to see our fans and play on our home court!! Please
come support your varsity girls’ basketball team ©

~Coach Kelly and Coach Jay
UPDATE FROM THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

Basketball and Swimming are in full swing! Thanks to the
coaches, sport-coordinators and parents for making these seasons
successful for our VME athletes! Soccer season is soon
approaching. We need parent sport- coordinators for Girls Varsity
and Girls JV; also for Boys soccer. We also still need help
for Coaches Bamberger and Brabender. Please consider helping!
If interested, please call Ms. Carniewski or Mr. Finazzo. Spring
is just around the corner!

-Ms. Carniewski

CLASSROOM NEWS

The third floor students, led mainly by the 6th Grade, raised
$67.00 for Vital Ground, a conservation group based in Montana
that is dedicated to protecting the grizzly bear, and every other
animal within its habitat by extension, through key land purchases
and conservation easements. The final total we forwarded to Vital
Ground was $117.00, from matching gifts from anonymous
donors. Thank you to all who participated in the fundraiser!

This year's National Geographic Bee was won, for the second
time, by Tommy Russell, Grade 7. Madeleine Nawrocki, 8A, took
second, and Alexis Brabender won third. Congratulations to them
and all the finalists!

-Mr. Strasser

COOKIE SALE WINDING DOWN

VME's Daisies & Brownies are selling Girl Scout
Cookies for $4 a box. If you’re interested please send in
your order to Grace Kalivoda 1B by Friday January 20th.

SAVE THE DATE..

Mother/Son Bowling

Sunday, March %4, 2012
11 am-1 pm
Greengarden Lanes

DO YOU NEED TUITION ASSISTANCE?

Tuition assistance information for the Star Foundation
Scholarship, The Tramontano Scholarhip, and the VME
Scholarship will be sent home to families who check the box
at the bottom of the re-registration form that was distributed
last week. Return your re-registration form now!

NEW SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION

The Manufacturer & Business Association, through the
John P. Tramontano Jr. Education Foundation, awards
scholarships to eligible students each year via a lottery
drawing. The value of the scholarship is $1,000 per year for
three years. Scholarships available for private schools in
Erie County — children entering Kindergarten through 8™
grade only. To be considered for a scholarship, the family

must meet the income eligibility guidelines used to
determine eligibility for the free and reduced meal program.
Family Size Income Guidelines
2 $19,124 to $27,214;
$24,090 to $34,281;
$29,056 to $41,348;
$34,022 to $48,415;
$38,988 to $55,482;
$43,954 to $62,549;
$48,920 to $69,616;
for each additional family member, add $7,067.

03N L bW

A lottery drawing takes place each year (normally in June)
for any available scholarships. If a student is selected to
receive a scholarship, the parent(s)/ guardian(s) will be
asked to send a copy of their prior year’s 1040 Federal Tax
return in order to verify eligibility for the scholarship. The
number of dependents must be included. Eligibility is
determined by comparing the gross income from the tax
return against the income eligibility guidelines for the free
and reduced meal program. This information must be
verified each year once a student is chosen to receive a
scholarship. Applications are available in the school office.



Catholic Schools Week Events

All Week — School-wide Service Project — Students must donate if they want to be part of the theme days.

Annual CSW Collection for the Needy
Preschool & First Floor Students — mittens, gloves, hats, scarves
Second Floor Students — socks, slippers
Third Floor Students- Personal care items: soap, shampoo, conditioner, disposable razors,
deodorant, lotions, chapstick, toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs,
brushes, shaving cream, nail files, etc.

Sunday, January 29™ — Open House and Re-registration 1:00 — 3:00 pm

Monday, January 30" — Dress Up Day — Show your pride in your education — dress up clothes!
Basket Raffle Tickets go on sale beginning at 7:30 am
Catholic Schools Week Mass @ Lecture Hall 1:15 pm

Tuesday, January 31* — Sports, Leisure, Hero, Character Day
Praise and Worship 7:45 am Everyone is welcome to join us!
Parent Student Lunch
Basket Raffle (tickets on sale before school and during lunches)

Wednesday, February 1% — Pajama Day - Be comfy while you learn — wear your favorite (appropriate) pajamas!
Mass 7:45 am  Everyone is welcome to join us!
Parent Student Lunch
Basket Raffle (tickets on sale before school and during lunches)

Thursday, February 2™ — Clash Day -Wear your favorite clothes that don’t match!
Parent Student Lunch
Basket Raffle (tickets on sale before school and during lunches)

Friday, February 3" — Spirit Day - Wear your VME Spiritwear!
Rosary 7:45 am Everyone is welcome to join us!
Student/Faculty Volleyball Game 1:00 pm — Gym Everyone is welcome to join us!
Last Day to buy raffle tickets

Saturday, February 4" Villa Idol @ VMA Auditorium 6 — 8:30 pm  Everyone is welcome to join us!
Basket Winners Announced

Calholic Schools



Villa Maria Elementary School
leference Founded by the Sisters of Saint Joseph 1892

Sunday, January 29 - 1:00-3:00 p.m.

¢ Co-Ed Preschool through 8th Grade
¢ Educating Young Minds for Over 119 Years
¢ Academic Excellence - Top Stanford Scores

Register To - smecessize

e Daily Religion Class
w' ssﬂ“ ¢ |ntegrated Arts Program with “Artist of the Month”
In a e Kindermusik, Piano, Band, Chorus, Dance
¢ Inclusive Sports Program and Pool

S[:IIUIHI‘SI“I]I * Before-and-After School Programs
) ¢ 10-week Summer Camp Program
e Beautiful 40-acre Campus

¢ Financial Aid Available

Villa Maria Elementary School

2551 West 8th Street e Erie, PA 16505 o (814) 838-5451 ¢ www.vmelementary.com



VME 2012
BASKET RAFFLE AND PARENT LUNCH

RESERVATION ;«”"g
Dear Parents, @\ﬁ

You are invited to our Catholic Schools Week Basket Raffle and Parent Lunch. Each family is invited to
come one of the days and eat together with their children from all grades. Please bring lunch for your
child/children according to the schedule at the bottom of this page.

On the day you are coming, you will meet your children in the second floor lobby where you will eat at
the tables in the Home Ec. Room, the Lobby, or the Hallway. Students whose parents can’t make it will
have lunch with the remainder of their class in the cafeteria.

FAMILY SCHEDULE (listed by the first letter of the child’s last name)

DAY TIME FAMILIES
Tuesday, Jan. 31 11:00 AM ABCT,Z
Wednesday, Feb. 1 11:00 AM D,E F G
Wednesday, Feb. 1 12:00 Noon HLLKWY
Thursday, Feb. 2 11:00 AM LLM,N,OR
Thursday, Feb. 2 12:00 Noon P,S,V

RESERVATION FORM

Please return this section BY THURSDAY, JANUARY 26TH,

Please return ONE RESERVATION FORM per family (for seating purposes)

Family Name will attend will not attend

on this day and time

Number attending (parents and students)



VME Scrip Program 2011-2012

Diffgence For more products & online ordering please visit www.shopwithscrip.com
Name: Date: Student: Grade:
Your For Your F o
rebate cards rebate cards
IN STOCK % Amt. |Ord. |Total RETAIL/SPEC STORES % |Amt. |Ord. |[Total
Giant Eagle/Get Go 5%| $25 *Finish Line 10%| $25
Giant Eagle/Get Go 5%| $100 *Foot Locker 9% $25
Panera 10% 510 Gander Mountain 8%| $25
Perkins 10% 510 *Gap 14%( $25
Tops 4%| $25 Home Depot 4%($100
RESTAURANTS Home Depot 4%| $25
Applebees 8% 525 JC Penney 5% $25
Arby's 8%| $10 JoAnn Fabrics 6% $20
Baskin Robbins 9% $2 Kmart 4%]| $25
Burger King 4%| $10 Kohl's 10%([ $25
Chipolte Mexican Girill 10% 510 *Lands End 16%| $25
*Chili's 11%| $25 *Lands End 16%)| $100
Chuck E Cheese 8%| $10 *Lands End-Kids 16%| $25
Cold Stone Creamery 8% 510 *Lands End-Kids 16%)| $100
Cracker Barrel 9% 510 *Lands End-School 16%| $25
Domino's Pizza 9% 525 *Lands End-School 16%)| $100
*Dunkin Donuts 4%| $10 *Limited 9%| $25
Eat N Park 9% 510 Lowe's 4%| $25
KFC 5%| $25 Lowe's 4%[$100
Little Caesar's 10% 520 Macy's 9%| $25
Long John Silvers 10% $5 Marshall's/TJ Max 7%| $25
Max and Ermas 9% 520 Michael's Crafts 4%| $25
O'Charley's 9% b25 Office Max 5% $25
O Garden/R Lobster/Longhorn 9% 525 Old Navy/Gap/Ban. Rep\ 9%| $25
Outback/Carrabba's 13% 525 *Overstock.com 8%| $25
Papa Johns Pizza 13%| $10 Payless Shoes 13%([ $20
Pizza Hut 5%| $10 *Peebles 8%| $25
Ruby Tuesdays 9%| $25 *Radio Shack 4%| $25
Starbucks 7% 510 Rite Aid 4%| $25
Starbucks 7% 525 *Sam's Club 2%| $25
*Steak 'n Shake 8%| $10 *Sam's Club 2%| $100
Subway 3% 510 *Sears Auto Service 4%| $25
Texas Roadhouse 8% 525 *Sears Auto Service 4%| $100
TGI Fridays 8% 525 Staples 5% $25
*Tim Horton's 5%| $10 *Target 11%| $25
Wendys 4%| $10 Toy's R Us/Babies R Us 2%| $20
RETAIL/SPEC STORES Walgreen's 6%| $25
*Amazon 4%| $25 Walmart/Sam's Club 2%| $25
*Amazon 4% $100 Walmart/Sam's Club 2%[ $100
Am. Eagle/Aerie 8%| $25 TRAVEL/GAS STATIONS
Aeropostale 7%| $25 *BP 1.50%| $25
Barnes & Noble/Dalton 9% 510 *BP 1.50%]| $100
Barnes & Noble/Dalton 9% 525 Choice/Comfort/Quality/d 4%| $25
Bath and Body Works 18% 510 Mariot/Crtyd/Fairfld/Resd] 12%| $50
Bath and Body Works 18%| $25 Mariot/Crtyd/Fairfld/Resd 12%] $100
Bed Bath and Beyond 7%| $25 Sheetz Gas 3%| $25
Best Buy 2%| $25 Sheetz Gas 3%]| $100
Build A Bear Workshop 8%| $25 Shell Gas 2.50%| $25
*Burlington 8%| $25 Shell Gas 2.50%] $100
*Christmas Tree Shop 7%| $25 OTHER
Claires/Icing/After Thoughts 9% 510 | Tunes 7%| $25
CVS Pharmacy 2% 525 Cinemark/Tinsletown 4%| $25
Dick's Sporting Goods 5% 525 Family Video 12%( $10
*Fashion Bug 6%| $25 | Tunes 4%| $15
# Ordered Order Total: $
Circle one for pick up: In Office Send home with Child Payment Type: Check # Cash:

CHECK
ouT
THE
NEW
STORES
(IN
BOLD
TYPE)!

LANDS END
AMAZON
BP

and more!

ORDER
NOW

FOR

THE
HOLIDAYS!

Giant
Eagle
cards
always
in
stock!

****CHECK OUT NEW RETAILERS ADDED

Make checks payable to
Villa Maria Elementary.



